
IN MEMORIAM 

Hans Almer was one of the most brilliant rock climbers of his time 
and a firstrate iceman, but perhaps might not be classed as a great 
guide in the sense that the term is applied to his father and many of 
the early generation of Alpine guides and to many of a later period, of 
whom his brother Ulrich, old Christian Jossi, Emile Rey, Alexander 
Burgener, Christian Klucker and Franz Lochmatter are a few examples. 
I purposely make no reference to any of those who are still living. 

Hans Almer was perhaps somewhat lacking in the initiative, the 
breadth of outlook and certain attributes which characterise the ' great ' 
guide, although in actual performance of what was required to be done 
on the mountain itself he could hardly be surpassed. , 

He was with me for some years as second guide to old Christian 
Jossi, during which time his good temper and cheery disposition made 
him a welcome addition to our party. -

Some of the climbs we made are referred to in my article in this 
number of the ALPINE JouRNAL, 1 but his greatest achievement was 
unquestionably his ascent (with Mr. Joseph Gibson) of the chimney 
on the Requin, known as the Cheminee Fontaine, 2 made for the first 
time and, to my knowledge, so far, only once repeated. 
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FROM SwiTZERLAND. The following letter has been received from 
Mr. I. de Bruyn, dated September rs, 1941. 

' There is not much to report about this time, but you may like to 
hear what I have to tell. We had a beautiful spell of summer weather 
from June IS to July rs, and we enjoyed the most perfect ten days in 
Kandersteg I ever had there. Much snow in the mountains but good 
snow, and on Saturdays the influx of young climbers by rail and 
bicycle was tremendous. One Sunday afternoon I counted about 
five hundred people at the Oeschinensee. Still, even with good snow, 

1 Loc. cit. p. 188. See also A.J. 51. 268, with portrait facing. 
2 A.J. 39· 105 sqq. 
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the glaciers remained treacherous. One morning, at the Friinden hut, 
I found my friend Imobersty with a wounded leg. He is a famous 
Alleingeher, who climbed alone the north faces of Blumlisalphorn and 
Doldenhorn. He had intended to traverse Fri.indenhorn, Oeschinen
horn and Bliimlisalphorn, and had left the Friinden hut in the dark at 
2.30 A.M. But a h-undred yards from the hut he disappeared into a 
crevasse. Fortunately he stopped after falling about twenty feet and 
kept his axe, but the lantern went to the bottom. He got out by him
self vvithout serious wounds, and on his return to the hut remarked : 
'' Really, one should not cross a glacier alone.'' So even a master in 
the art may learn something. 

' After July I 5 the weather changed, and with the exception of the 
splendid first week. of September it left everything to be desired. Too 
much mist, cold, rain and snow and never two days of the same weather. 
Saas Fee and Zermatt \vere full of people, guides hopeful, but most of 
the starts ended at the huts. Very few accidents, as days on which the 
weather changed in the afternoon were rare. Our fellow member 
Zurcher, who climbed again ,;vith Josef Knubel, whose broken foot of 
this winter was all right again, had a rather bad day on the Obergabel
horn, old route, when a big stone struck both his legs and then inflicted 
on the lady of the company a serious cut in the neck. The party had 
to descend in a snowstorm via the summit and the W ellenkuppe, and 
Zurcher had to stop climbing for a fortnight. 

' Zermatt has got a new station. No rooms can be had there now, 
but the new restaurant is very attractive and has a big terrace opposite 
the Gornergrat station. Still more impressive is the new Riffelberg 
-house, an up-to-date ski hotel, vvhich already by last winter was 
attracting a great many skiers. Of course the height of 2 soo metres 
may be an objection to some, but the opportunity for ski-ing beginners 
as well as aces is wonderful. Consequently Zermatt is dreaming 
beautiful dreams again, including a Schwebebahn from the Riffelhorn 
to the Leichenbretter, to enable Riffelberg visitors to visit the Theo .. 
dulhorn and to make the descent from there via Schwarzsee to 
Zermatt and also Testa Grigia, the station of the Breuil Schwebebahn, 
situated on Swiss territory but a paradise of I tali an skiers. 

' Saas Fee has no new buildings to report on. All the hotels were 
open except the Beausite (in Zermatt Beausite and Victoria were 
closed, but the old Monte Rosa opened again). 

' Two big avalanches at the end of the valley occupied the attention 
of the population during winter. One on the left, coming from the 
lVIittaghorn, still showed hard sri ow in July, and hundreds of trees 
obstructed the footpath to the Lange Fluh. The other, from the 
right, was a Staublawine, and the air pressure had even removed 
some of the stone-covered roofs of the small houses at the farther end 
of the large bridge. Thousands of stones, big and small, covered the 
meadows, and were due to be dumped into the Visp, and many trees of 
the Staffelwald had succumbed. 

' One big accident, which easily could have been avoided, happened 
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on August 16, when a Section tour of thirteen went over the Siidlenz
spitze from the Mischabel hut bound for the Dom hut via the Dom. 
They had no guide and the route beyond the Siidlenzspitze was un
known to any of the party. On the 15th there was a storm from the 
south and everybody expected rain for the next day. Apparently the 
party had no idea that thirteen is too big a number fDr that climb, even 
on a perfect day. They did not leave the hut until 6 A.M., and were on 
the Siidlenzspitze at noon. Then, from the arete leading to the Dom, 
bad 'veather having set in, they took the wrong couloir to the glacier. 
Three men died and three were injured. Two of the party reached 
the Dom hut at 6.30 A.M. and summoned help from Randa and from 
mountaineers at the hut. Fortunately the next day was fine. What 
might have happened if the bad weather had continued for another 
day ? It is hoped that the S.A.C., whose reputation is involved, will 
now take measures in order to prevent similar excursions in the future. 

' On one of the fine September days, conditions on the ~ountain 
being of the best, the guides Otto Furrer and David Zogg (Arosa) 
together traversed the Matterhorn from Belvedere via Zmutt ridge to 
Belvedere in 6!- hours. Does this constitute a record ? ' 

Mlle. C. E. Engel, to whom we are indebted for two very interesting 
notes printed below, informs us that a huge boulder fell on to the steeple 
of the Abbey of St. Maurice and damaged it severely. A few days 
later, a tempestuous wind blew down what was left of the steeple. 
Fortunately the treasures of the abbey, jewels, shrines and archives, 
were not damaged by the falL 

}EBEL KAssALA. Mr. R. A. Hodgkin has ascended a miniature 
virgin peak of this name on the borders of Egypt. The Tree of Life 
is rep~ted to grow on its summit. It proved, however, to be only 
a stunted fig tree, of which the party ate a few figs. The summit 
was a smooth dome 'like a bald head.' The ascent appears to have 
demanded the use of some pitons. 

OTTO FuRRER. We regret to record the death of this well known 
guide in an avalanche last autumn near Zermatt. 

A PoRTRAIT OF MELCHIOR ANDEREGG. Mr. A. D. McCormick has, 
through the agency of Mr. G. P . . Baker, presented a small portrait in 
water colour of Melchior Anderegg. We acknowledge this gift with 
appreciation and gratitude. · 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL. Owing to paper control restrictions, it is 
not possible to add many illustrations to the text without sacrificing 
print, and it has therefore been decided to give preference to increase 
of text. Seeing that the size of each number must now be much 
reduced, Volume 53 will cover the years 1941 and 1942, in place of 
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the usual custom of devoting one volume to each calendar year. 
regret this necessity. • 

GRoss ScHRECKHORN. A party consisting of Dr. E. Hupf and the 
guide Hans Schlunegger of Wengen ascended this peak_ by its W. face 
on September 25, 1941. The party left the Schwarzegg hut at 4 A.M. 
and reached the summit at 4 P.M. The descent was made by the ordi
nary route. Their route lies to the right, in ascending, from that taken 
by Dr. Hug's party in 1935 (A.J. 47· 365), leading directly to the actual 
summit from near the letter ' a ' on the marked illustration in A.J. 47, 
facing 366. 

NoTES ON MoNT BLANC. The Bibliotheque Publique et Universi
taire of Geneva has lately bought the major part of the Deluc papers. 
A large part of them consists in letters sent to Jean-Andre Deluc by his 
brother Guillaume-Antoine. Jean-Andre was living in England; he 
had been appointed reader to the Queen of England. 

After their famous ascent of the Buet, the two brothers had retained 
a vivid interest in the Chamonix district, and Guillaume makes 
numerous references to trips taken in this part of the Alps. The two 
brothers knew Saussure and Bourrit well, and they discuss their climbs 
and books. There are many references to Saussure's ascent of Mont 
Blanc and even a short account of the climb. But I must select for · 
quotation the shortest and most curious note I have found in the 
letters I have gone through. On July 22, 1787, Guillaume-Antoine 
writes to his brother : 

' Le medecin Paccard est encore monte sur le Mont-Blanc dans les 
premiers jours de ce mois.' 

Of course this sentence may not mean that Paccard had done a 
second climb of Mont Blanc, but it is interesting to note the untiring 
interest shown by him in the mountain. I cannot remember, having 
hardly any notes with me, whether this trip on Mont Blanc has already 
been mentioned anywhere. 

c. E. ENGEL. 

I have come across the diary of a young Polish nobleman, Count 
Laurent Martin Dzieduszycki, who lived for two years in Switzerland 
between 1785 and 1787. He was· staying in Morges with the family 
of a M. Sylvestre, whose descendants lent me· the diary, which was 
left in Morges for some reason or other. The young Pole went to 
Chamonix in August 1787; he happened to be there on the very day 
when H. B. de Saussure came down from Mont Blanc. He gives a short 
account of the climb which is one of the earliest descriptions of this 
great Alpine feat. It would be too long to quote it here. I just want 
to quote what I think is the most i~portant sentence of the passage : 
' La route etait connue depuis l'annee derniere par le voyage de 
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M. Paccard, medecin de Chamonix et de deux guides qui y etaient 
parvenus avant [Saussure].' I take this as being the last word on the 
famous Paccard-Balmat controversy. 

Dzieduszycki arrived in Chamonix not knowing anything about the 
history of Mont Blanc, when, hearing about Saussure's ascent, he 
gathered a little information from the first persons he met, probably in 
the Couteran inn. His sentence is the transcription of what he was 
told. Thus, in 1787, for the Chamonix people, the man who had 
foun<l the route up Mont Blanc was unquestionably the young local 
doctor. They did not even think it necessary to give his guide's name, 
and they had forgotten he had taken but one guide with him. 

c. E. ENGEL. 

Dr. Stevens writes: ' The reference to Paccard and two guides is 
peculiar but not unique. Diibi unearthed two similar statements. 
(1) J. A. Deluc wrote from Windsor on October 5, 1786, to a friend 
of Goethe that his younger brother was in the Mont Blanc district 
when " les trois habitants de Chamonix " made their ascent, which 
he described shortly but without names. (2) In July 1788, F. v. 
Matthisson writes to a friend about" the man who with only ·two com
panions (unnamed) made the first ascent of this the highest mountain 
of the old world," and about his visit to Paccard and the latter's 
modest account of his exploit.' 

A FAMOUS ALPINE STORY. Some apology seems almost necessary 
for adding yet another note on this topic 1 (Melchior Anderegg's 
' ich gehe nicht '), but in pursuing it one stage further I am but follow
ing the footsteps of C. E. Mathews himself, by whom the story was 
made public. As already mentioned, in 1882 Mathews had spoken of 
his party ' coming to an impracticable spot,' which Melchior refused 
to attempt. In 1887 he modified the obviously unsuitable epithet into 
'a dangerous spot,' but left the story otherwise unchanged. Sir 
Edward Davidson, however (in 1916 or earlier), explicitly related 
Melchior's refusal, not to a spot reached in an actual expedition, but 
to the problem of ascending the Matterhorn by the Zmutt ridge, a 
problem discussed by Davidson, Mathews and F. Morshead with 
Melchior on the summit of the Dent Blanche in 1876.2 Suggesting 
that Mathews' memory must have played him false, I overlooked the 
fact that he had given a third version of the story in his article ' Recol
lections,' contributed to the Badminton Mountaineering in 1892 : 
' Everyone knows the memorable answer Melchior once gave to a 
firstrate climber who wanted him to take a course which the great 
guide deemed to be imprudent. " Es geht, Melchior," said the 
climber. "Ja," was the immediate answer. "Es geht; aber ich gehe 
nicht. '' ' This version is clearly irreconcilable with the earlier forms 
of the story, but perfectly consistent with Davidson's account, and 
must now be accepted as final. As pointed out in my original article, 

1 See A.J. 53· 81-3, and 53· 175. 2 A.J. 30. 184, and 37· 231. 
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the ' firstrate climber ' was probably F. Morshead, and the course he 
wished to take was an attempt to climb the Zmutt ridge, which Melchior 
admitted to be practicable but considered too dangerous by reason of 
falling stones. It is a satisfaction to me to find that the scepticism I 
ventured, not without hesitation, to express as to the accuracy of 
Mathews' original versions of the story is . so completely justified by 
his last pronouncement on the subject. 

E. H. STEVENS.' 

LINKS WITH THE PAST. Mrs. R. Tucker Pain, daughter of the late 
Edward Shirley Kennedy, Founder member and Past President of 
the A.C., has very kindly presented to the Club her father's ice-axe 
and alpenstock, the latter bearing the names of the mountains he 
ascended, a small collection of geological specimens gathered on his 
travels, several from the tops of mountains, two pictures by Elijah 
Walton, Monte Rosa and the Jungfrau with Silberhorn, and a collection 
of water· colour paintings of Norway and Switzerland by her husband, 
Mr. R. Tucker Pain. We express the Club's grateful thanks for these 
interesting and beautiful gifts. It is interesting to record that Mrs. R. 
Tucker Pain is the May mentioned in the article ' May and December 
on the Faulhorn ' by her father, A.J. 14. 302 sqq. 

THE OLD BovAL HuT. Mr. Hasler's admirable paper in A.J. 53· 
132 sqq., and especially his amusing account of the winter visitor to 
the Boval in March 1903, remind me of an experience with (doubtless) 
the same carnivore a month or so earlier in the same winter. 

With Martin Schacher and a second guide, I had cllmbed Piz 
Bernina my second winter ascent of the peak via the Labyrinth 
and E. arete. 1 The mountain was not in good condition, the weather 
was very cold, and altogether the going was so bad that we did not 
regain the hut until long after nightfall. We decided in consequence to 
spend a second night in that cold and altogether miserable hovel. 
During the previous night we had been much disturbed by continual 
scrimmages caused by what we had in the darkness considered to be 
rats. Some food left on the table had., also been devoured or spoilt. 
Our second guide, Sebastian Platz, was a dour individual, devoid of 
sense of humour. Schacher and I by way of jest accused him of 
having fed surreptitiously during the night. The poor man said that 
never in his life had such insults been offered to him ; he even went 
so far as to declare he would return forthwith to Pontresina and report 
the matter to the Guide-Chef, who happened to be Schocher himself ! 
We had managed to soothe him down in the course of time. 

Now, during our second night, a furious noise began to rage. ' Platz 
is at it again,' muttered Schacher, lighting a candle quietly. Platz 
was fast asleep, but on the table, engaged in cracking the dozen or so 
raw eggs reposing on it, was an enormous red -eyed ' ermine ' in fact, 
a pine-marten in his snow-white winter coat. He was no stoat, being 

1 A.J. 21. 427. 
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at least four times the size of that vermin, and was altogether a very 
fine specimen. Schacher seized my axe and buzzed it at the thief, 
upsetting the candle, smashing ~ur solitary bottle of Gredig' s best 
'Sforzato' (vintage 187o), wrecking the remnants of the eggs, setting 
the mouldy hay of the bunks alight, but of course missing the marten. 
Platz slept through it all, even when Schocher proceeded to pull the 
blankets off him for fear of stray sparks smouldering therein. We then 
with due solemnity woke up Platz and assured him that his character 
and integrity were intact. He gravely accepted our apologies and 
assured us that he had suffered always from want of appetite ! Poor 
Platz, he perishecl miserably· the next summer on Crast' Agiizza. 2 

Nothing more of the marten was seen that night, but the hut was too 
dark for close exploration. We imagined either that he lived there 
permanently or else made his way under the snow through one of the 
numerous cavities in the crumbling walls. · 

That old hut still stands below the modern one, but I do not know if 
Platz's and J ossi' s marten or its descendants are still to be found in 
the neighbourhood. The Morteratsch and Roseg glens are sanc
tuaries for all flora and fauna. Pontresina was a village of the dead in 
winter and, as Hasler points out, just a room or so wa.s kept for bagmen 
in the Kronenhof. We used to wear Canadian snow-shoes from 
Pontresina to the Boval or Mortel huts and Schneereifen thenceforward. 
These Reifen were shaped like miniature ladders fitted with wooden 
spikes or discs on the soles to prevent slipping. They were heavy and 
clumsy articles, but it was possible to ascend snow slopes at angles of 
40°-45° without trouble.3 Our opinion of ski coincided with.Jossi's; 
I think it was during that winter (I 902-3) that I first saw ski tracks on 
the Morteratsch Glacier. · · 

E. L. STRUTT. 

A STUDY OF MR. G. W. YouNG. In Dt"e Alpen of February I94I 
there is a long and. interesting appreciation of our present President as 

·mountaineer and writer, from the pen of Herr Jiirg Weiss. It is well 
worthy of the attention of our members. · 

THE SANTA MARTA RANGE, CoLOMBIA. This range is fully 
described by Mr. Walter A. Wood, jun., in A.J. 52. 243 sqq. Early 
in I 941 it was visited by a p3:rty consisting of Mrs. Cowles, Miss 
Elizabeth Knowlton and Mr. Paul Petzoldt, together with a young 
Swiss interpreter from Barranquilla. We quote below from a letter 
written by Mrs. Cowles to Mr. Walter Sedgwick. 

'After many days C!f packing in we established our base camp at IJ,soo ft. 
at the end of a dark lake edged with steep crags. Here the animals left us and 
from here on we did our own carrying. Before our expedition was over I was 
carrying as much as 52 lb. over hard country at altitudes of I4,ooo-x6,ooo ft. ! 

' 

2 A.J. 21. 553· 
3 A pair of these Reifen, corresponding roughly with the Mt. Logan ' bear-

paws,' are shown in the portrait of Mrs. le Blond, A.J. 46, facing 383. 
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We established t\vo higher camps, relaying supplies and equipment, and climbed 
our first peak (x8,170 ft.) on March 5· From the same high camp up among 
the glaciers we ascended our second mountain two days later and then trekked 
back to base camp in two terrific h eavily laden days. The climbs were not 
difficult technically. it was just a matter of getting oneself within striking 
distance and bringing sufficient supplies, etc. Paul Petzoldt and I tried a third 
p eak then , in another direction, but failed to climb the peak because we failed 
to get to it. The scen ery is all chopped up into deep rocky clefts, with lakes 
at the bottom of each cleft. When you are going in the direction that these 
chains of clefts lead it is all very well, though none too easy, but when you start 
going against the grain as it were, then the difficulties are terrific. Paul and I 
h ad quite a time and had to give up after a couple of strenuous days. We 
wound up with a fine ice climb of another mountain (17,Ioo ft. ) which stands 
at the gateway to the Santa Marta range and is very splendid. This has been 
known as DeBrette's Peak, after the Frenchman \Vho first looked on these 
mountains. Our first two peaks we had the pleasure of naming ourselves. We 
called them La Reina (a beautiful majestic mass with a great cascade of ice 
flowing down one side) and Pico Ujueta (after a Colombian friend whose family 
h ad done much to develope his country, and who had himself been a member 
of the first American party).' 

REVIEWS 
High Conquest, the Story of Mountaineering. By J. R. Ullman. Pp. 312. 

Victor Gollancz Ltd., London, 1942. Price 16s. 

IN the foreword to this very attractive book the author describes it 
adequately and well. ' It attempts to present in broad outline the 
history of the relationship between mountains and men, to re-tell 
some of the great climbing stories of the past two centuries in terms of 
interest to the general American reader, and to indicate not only what 
men have done in the mountains, but what they have sought and found 
there as well.' The motto of the book is Mallory's 'Have we van
quished an enemy? None but ourselves' and the double implication 
of the title suggested by those piercing words is worthily borne out 
by the spirit and contents of the book. It is true that some of 'the 
great climbing stories ' are ·familiar to English mountaineers, if not to 
the. general reader, but they are vigorously and freshly told, and the 
narrative is brought down to I 939· 

While there is much to praise, there is one grave criticism to which 
the book is open, and it may be well to get done with it at once. It is 
marred by too many careless mistakes, many of them trivial, but all 
irritating, and some serious. In the account of the first ascent of 
Mont Blanc the balance is fairly held between Paccard and Balmat, 
but many details of their climb are quite wrongly stated. For instance, 
they did not bivouac near the Grands Mulets but hours below, on the 
Montagne de la Cote, and the return from the summit took, not 
48 hours, but about I3. Saussure's Christian name was Horace, not 
Henri, and he reached the top of Mont Blanc, not late in the afternoon, 
but at I I A.M. The strangest blunder is the statement that it was 
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